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I. Introduction

Today's ethnic issues and the related global aral fsroblems are in many
ways in the centre of social interest. There areers¢ approaches to the
study of the territorial distribution and coexisterof the ethnic groups with
a lengthy list of topics of interest: out of whitle ethnic conflicts attract
the widest public attention these days. Correspandd the international
migration trends, the possible ways to manage thdrantation between
the coexisting ethnic groups with diverse cultudadckground are
assimilation and integration; both are in the aitenof professional sectors
as well as the general public. Experience so fawstthat the most efficient
territorial level to settle such conflicts is thecél area: the emerging
guestions need to be answered within the smabestarial units, as close
as possible to the individual or the social uhit live in (on micro or
meso level). The ethnic geography contributes o dlarification of the
often superficial aspect of such global issuesirgguethnic approach with
spatial quantitative analysis and field research.

The western world focuses its attention nowadaysinternational
migration, multiculturalism and the issues thesermmmena bring about,
however these are less adaptable in the multi@lltegion of East- Central
Europe where Hungary and also its surrounding @heaCarpathian basin)
is located. Nowadays this region is just like dgritme course of history
impacted by diverse factors. On one hand it bdsrsmarks of being a so
called buffer zone: an enclave between nations perpheral cultural
regions. On the other hand it strives to leavermktiie marks of being part
of the socialist block in the second half of theh28entury and catch up
with the western nations in respect of society andnomy. There is no
doubt that the unique characteristics of the E@sitral European region
like the ethnical diversity and the presence of erous minority groups
have a deep impact on its own development. Thegihgrheadcount and
territorial disposition of the minorities as well the parts of their identity,
assimilation trends and their vision are all pduthe topics of research.

As for the geographical frame of my dissertationave chosen the
historical Vas County located at the western edgihe Carpathian- basin.
This concept stands for a social and administrating which ceased to
exist in its original form for more than 90 yeargoa but before it was
operating for approximately 900 years. Its teryiteg divided among three
countries (Austria, Hungary and Slovenia) and @¢osemodates four larger
(Hungarian, German/Austrian, Slovenian and Croatnd various smaller
ethnic groups, which due to the rhapsodic runniihthe borderlines leaves
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the countries with considerable minority commuisitie would like to
mention the need to conduct research within thesgymmmunity as well
which have so far been scarce in this region. V@asn@/ does not belong to
the East- Central European conflict zones howeeseral factors (the
assimilation trends, multilingualism and separatiynthe borders and the
large number of minorities) indicate that reseanaiuld bring rewarding
professional results.

The topic fits well with the series of ethnic resgaconducted in the
contact zones of the Carpathian basin throughaitptist decades. There
has already been some research done concerning par® of the Vas
County and its ethnic groups, however the compthrie research was not
concluded yet. The internal and external relatioihthe nationality groups,
the geographic pattern of their territorial distition and the corresponding
historical and demographic processes undoubtedkerttas area worthy of
ethnical analysis.

Il. Objectives

The research basically focuses on the multiple Gaudres of the ethnic
issues through the examination of a chosen sarapigoty. Its three main
objectives are the following:

e Explain in details the current and former procested affect the
ethnic structure: especially focusing on the deraphic and
migrational characteristics on a territory whichswaart of the very
same state at the beginning of thé"a@ntury but is now divided
among three countries.

* Secondly | examine the appearance signs of assiomilsof the
minorities: including the self -definition of theraups (identity
constructions, usage of languages), the relatipnshinong the
communities either in majority- minority relationsr within the
minority group itself (coexistence, separation with settlement). The
guestion is how we can detect and understand wieidegion of the
minorities?

e The third main objective is looking to answer toddwing question:
how the ethnic relations were affected by the chapgf powers
throughout the 20century and what are the ruling ethno demographic
trends? Is the ethnic development and vision of riieorities that
found themselves on the territories of three coastunified or goes in
a completely different direction?
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lll. Applied methods

Methods applied in this thesis mainly representehdifferent types. The
first of them is the analytical method that représegeneral changes in
nationalities, demography, history and religion ngowith proceeding
statistical data, geographical and historical workhis is usually
supplemented by ethnical or religious maps. With lilelp of this method
the characteristics and changes of ethnic strucéee comprehensively
represented.

The above mentioned type of analysis, however, aacover the
complexity of the ethnic structure; in order to getmore thorough
examination, more complex mathematical-statistrnathods are required.
It is important to emphasize that these are supgh¢any methods (apart
from the calculations concerning dual identityliske them only to highlight
the ethno-demographic trends of the examined ameen fvarious
perspectives. | do believe that with the help @&sthmethods the past and
present ethnic structure of the historical Vas G@puran be interpreted
within a more complex frame. These mathematical howg are the
following: the plotting of ethnic diversity, the signation of the
dimensional segregation of different nationalitiesl defining the number
of the population with dual identity.

The ethnic diversity index allows the most adequatproach to the
ethnic homogenisation of the examined area. In th&rnational
professional literature there are various typemethods and indexes from
which | chose the index of Simpson method that rigiimally used in
biology to measure the racial diversity of commiasit(see ®PSON, E. H.
1949,GREENBERG S.H. 1956,MAGURRAN, A. E. 2004). This method is not
dealing with the numbers or ratio of different @thgroups; it is rather a
probability theory: it examines the probabilitytefo random people of the
same region sharing the same nationality. The vafuthe index varies
between 0 and 1, 0 shows a completely homogenemusdaiion, 1 refers to
the extreme situation where no two members of theufation shares the
same nationality (BimOcy P.2009). However it is important to state that
demographic processes are not formed by naturallaetes, therefore |
only took the technique of the index not the bidadayy background. By
using this technique it is possible to clarify thikegree of ethnic
heterogeneity, we are able to localise areas otdnithnicities, and this
method can also be used to compare other tertitanits.

Another, rather wide-spread method is applying e called
dissimilarity index that is one of the regional doality measures, with
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which it is possible to quantify the residentiafysmgation of various social
groups. Measuring it from an ethnic perspectiveget information about
the dimensional segregation of ethnicities livingtihe examined area, and
indirectly it provides us with knowledge about tkéhnic structure. In
literature there are many segregation measurethisndissertation | am
using the dissimilarity index, as it seems to be ritost justifiable decision
(MASsSEY, D. S.—DeNTON, N. A. 1988). The dissimilarity index shows “the
discrepancy from evenness. Its value indicates mmueh of the whole of
ethnicity should move to have an even dispersionth@ given area”
(GERGELY J.2009:113), in other words “what percentage of one teigt
unit should be rearranged between the units satthapatial distribution be
equal to the phenomena it is compared toEMNS NAGY J.1984:71). Its
value is between 0 and 100, O signifies a caseemter distribution of the
examined groups is completely even, 100 in case lsea complete lack of
mixing.

There are various ways to determine quantitatitkly number and
ratio of the population with dual identity thatasother segment of ethnic
structure. All of these could be drawn of the lafklearly belonging to any
of the ethnicities and the presence of this phemmmén statistics. In other
words, if a responder gives multiple answers to ghestions concerning
ethnic roots, that could be taken as a sign of dimakome cases triple)
ethnic identities. In order to measure this | ugedexamination of data sets
of mother tongue and ethnicity (mother tongue-elityiratio, see ¥RGA
E. A. 2002), and another calculation method — developg myself —
comparing the responders or majority with the nunadfethnicity).

In order to be able to explore the geographica¢eispof assimilation,
field surveys are indispensable. While preparingintgrviews | dealt with
ethnicities as communities using and forming tlwim space, and when
dealing with questions about them | contacted peéghiliar with their life
and situation. | studied the recent characterisifcassimilation processes
with the help of a rather neglected (at least iniadogeography) field
survey, which is cemetery survey.

Analysing all the captions in a cemetery (epitaplist and last
names, etc.) is something new in the toolkit oh&tlgeography. In abroad,
especially in North America, it is the genealogiaapect of the topic that is
rather within view, at the same time authors emigBathe connection
between funeral memories and ethnicity. In accardanith the point of
view of this region, studies dealing with this tpnight provide us with
important pieces of information about the migratiomm Europe and the
process of population growth of the American coeniin(BROCE G. 1996).
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CLARK, L. (1987) regards gravestones as representatiaraisf of the
differences between ethnicity, religion and lifésty (occupation,
qualification). Other examinations are dealing wi#hwhole range of
different ethnic groups having settled in the Nevorld. Most of these
studies state that taking into account the diver@t homogeneity) of the
scripts on tombs can refer to the ethnically digess homogeneous nature
of the given population (EVER, R. E.1993).

In Europe it is the Jewish population (in diaspeitaation, already
assimilated or immigrated) whose left-behind grawdg have been
surveyed. Cemetery registers can still be foundiiwithe frames of scripts
and noted topographic data. One exception is theegwf GogG, S. (2008)
dealing with the Lipovans living in a Dobrogea. Téthor describes the
ethnic cemetery of the region as the mirroring ‘hovavorld” of the ethnic,
religious and cultural differences.

As for me, | do believe that with this method thas been neglected
so far, we can get to know a lot about the chaimyéise ethnic structure of
the given settlement, the local characteristics anténsity of the
assimilation process. It is true especially if watendown not only the
names but also the dates of the tombs. Indeedntathod will never be
able to substitute the overall ethnic picture wefgem official data, but it
might document the assimilation process indirectly.

In the first part of the 20 century, MLLEKER R. (1935), and also
KEMENYFI R. (2002) along with Gomér and Kishont, angriRal P. (2010)
in the recent past had their surveys in the hisabSathmar County, and the
common point of their studies was to create thariet cadastre map” for
the selected sample settlements. In order to aehteig, all of them used
knowledge of people highly acquainted with the &hand religious
relations of the settlements. In the historic Vasity any such survey — ie.
dealing with the internal ethnic dimensional stunet of the given
settlements, the maps showing incidental segragatiovould not give us
evaluable results due to the strong ethnic identibnsciousness, the
complicated use of language and the advanced nafutiee assimilation
process (the blurring boundaries between the nigjarid minority). The
field trips, data collections and the handling itdrature before the survey
made me sure that in order to get the most thorgicfiure of the ethnic
structure of the examined settlements, | shouldckefor the population
with dual identity and interview inhabitants, ratliban using the cadastre
maps. One exception is Féls, where — even until the recent past — the
German and Hungarian population’s situation way definable within the
settlement.
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IV. Summary of the research results

There are three main parts in this dissertatiore fiitst part is the ethnic
geographical data and the short introduction ofkadinked to it, along

with the general social characteristics of thednisdl Vas County in the
macro-regional territory (Carpathian basin, CenEatope). In the second
unit comes the ethno-demographic centred exammaifothe area. The
survey dealt with the formation of ethnic relatiasfsmeso level, revealing
the ethnic trends and assimilation processes ohisterical Vas County

region. In the third, large unit | reported on stedies | had made in the
region in order to represent the local relationd egveal the attitude and
experience of the local population.

In course of the research | managed to reconsttioet ethno-
demographic antecedents of the ethnic structurtheohistorical Vas
County, and | sketched the possible future of #gion. We might
state that this county has preserved its origirtdinie character
throughout centuries; after the fixation of langaidmprders the ethnic
structure has barely changed, though the ratioiftérdnt ethnicities
has significantly changed.

The present territorial structure is the resultted three constituent
nations’ dominancy in their own home, whereas ttmieities living
on the other side of the border has decreasedncantsly causing the
shrinkage and moving of mixed-ethnicity territories

In accordance with the above mentioned facts, tlgitdrial
differences of ethnic processes (homogenisatiofingtiistic “core”
territories, diversification of contact zones) viitlthe three constituent
nations (Hungarians, Austrians, Slovenians) refethe same kind of
ethnic structure forming, ie. homogenisation.

All those facts mentioned in the third point aréeafed by the post-
1989 “ethnic revival” in case of the ethnics of lgany (or rather the
Carpathian basin along with Central and East EQropkis revival,
after the millennium, has rather been the symtsiliengthening of the
ethnicity’s significance. There are two statementsnake in case of
the examined territory: this phenomenon mostlycfféhe Hungarian
part of the area (even though some of the indudajors are
perceived even in Slovenia), on the other hands itidiversified
phenomenon in Hungary: in case of Germans it caielgl@revails, in
Croatia it approaches the state's average, wheieragase of
Slovenians it prevails only to a limited extent.
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Ethnic pattern of the historical Vas County
in 1754
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Map 1: Ethnic pattern of the historical Vas Couimty1754
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Ethnic pattern of the historical Vas County
in 2001/2002
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Map 2: Ethnic pattern of the research area in 2Q00D2
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e The gypsies as a dynamically increasing social grgets a rather
important role, their estimated population is novouwand 13.000
people. In case of the historical Vas County wenoartalk about
coherent gypsy territory (as opposed to the easpam of the
Carpathian basin), their growth into a significamhority (especially
in the Mura region) and their formation into a lbeaajority is a
remarkable social process.

* The exact number and ratio of the population wittalddentity has
been made, and according to the survey on the Hiamgside of the
border it exceeds 6.000 people. Their territoristribution mainly
overlap with the spatial distribution of the mirtas, their ratio
exceeds 25% at most settlements within the exanmigidn.

The rate of the Roma population in the settlements
of the research area in 2011

@
&
g
*

aaaaaa settlement

L X 0 10 20km
©Daniel Balizs — ,\/  state border

Map 3: Rate of the Roma population in the settlémehthe research area
in 2011

« A special result is the information | got about thepulation with
immigrant-background in southern Burgenland. Theedasing ratio of
the immigrants within the Hungarian settlement inurdgenland
(currently about 35-40%) does not only improve tiglity of the



minority, but generates rather enduring conflictetween the
autochthonous and allochthon groups.

In case of the minorities (of Hungary), due to tlemg coming
linguistic assimilation and the spread of the syliebethnic self-
identification, the bonding towards the mother-toegs now replaced
by a cultural, group-consciousness centred toged#issrfeeling. In
their case the mother tongue-ethnicity ratio hgaiicantly moved in
the direction of ethnicity since 1990 (ANH>100). Ass parallel
process, the ethnic areas have become bilingutlleirsecond half of
the 2d" century, then majorly dominant bilingual later.

Rate of the population with
double ethnic identity (2011)

| 30%<
- 20-30%
| 10-20%
M| 510%
o 25%
2%>

nnnnnnn settlement

0 10 20 km
@Daniel Balizs —— N border of settl

Map 4: Rate of the population with double ethnieritity in the settlements of the
Hungarian part of the research area in 2011

Due to the rather strong linguistic assimilationsmme of the ethnic
settlements the mentioned ethnicity’s presence lbanperceived
indirectly, therefore we can only clarify ethnidaton by noting down
these “hidden (hard to explore)” traces. One wayldothis was the
cemetery survey, that confirmed that funeral meesorcan grant
important pieces of information about the procesd dynamics of
assimilation in the examined settlement’'s community
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e In the beginning of the study, one of the aims wafxamine the
internal ethnic structure along with the ethnicrsggtion, however,
during the field trips and surveys these aims ngéadde changed. In
was soon revealed that in the case of the histoviaa County there is
no such thing as ethnic segregation, which canxXptaimed by the
ethnic identity character of the region’s communitywas proved that
the increase of ethnic diversity of settlementshvéthnic population
occurs due to the assimilation of the minority eatthan the settling of
another (major) ethnicity; this clearly preventgregation.

Map legend

Ethnic pattern of Oberwart Roddny N
(Fels&6r) in 2013 i
‘ uilt area
= Quarters with high
== proportion of Hungarians
\ Cemeter
N\ i
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2/ Street
A/ Railway

Streets with Hun. name

”n Inhabited area in the
middle of 19th century
[0 Non-residential building

Oriszentmérton
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.~ Change of location of the
“  Roma settl. after 1938

s Change of location of the
Roma settl. after 1972
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Map 5: Internal ethnic pattern of Fe&lér (Oberwart) in the early 21st century

(1 — Calvinistic church, 2 — Catholic church, 3 utheran church, 4 — Calvinistic
cemetery, 5 — Catholic cemetery, 6 — Lutheran cempe? — Jewish cemetery, 8 —
town hall, 9 — district council, 10 — bilingual sewary school, 11 — elementary
school, 12 — police station, 13 — hospital, 14 +RRsettlement before 1938, 15 —

Roma settlement between 1945-1972, 16 — Romansetiiesince 1972)

e The examination of inner ethnic structure was fiadtie only in case
of Felg6r, in Burgenland that can be characterised by ticadil
ethnic segregation. The gist of the examination wassee the
territorial concentration of ethnicities that cail e seen, and also to
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explore the traces of local multi-ethnicity. It cée stated that in
Felgér, the relative concentration of different ethniogps is traced.
It should be mentioned that these differences Inésterical, religious
roots, but have lost their importance over the fmstdecades.

The diverse ethnic nature of F&ls can be interpreted several ways.
The recent type of multi-ethnic nature (nurtured Ggrpathian and
Balkan immigrants’ settling or moving) forms théycinore obviously
than the (in many sense hidden) presence of thguistically
assimilated autochthonous ethnicities (Hungaria@gpsies). The
immigration escalates some of the conflicts, like tonflict between
the aboriginal and immigrant Hungarian communitiiisTconflict can
be attributed to the different characteristicshaf two groups’ identity.

On the basis of the results, the main ethnic psEesf the historical Vas

County are clearly visible, and also we can see timse processes match
or differ from the macro-regional trends. The mogbortant question when

setting the aims was the differentiation in ethr@tations of the examine

area in the different states:

From the peace treaty closing the First World Wataithe 1990s, the
relation between the Austrian (southern Burgenlatity Hungarian
(Vas County) and the Slovenian (Mura region) camghowed some
kind of similarity, same tendencies were going e 9y side on the
different sides of the border. The main ethnic pesc was
homogenisation with the gradual decrease of miperihis tendency
was the same in each country, though due to loaatofs and
happenings their pace differed. The striking maatéfton of linguistic

assimilation is an inevitable factor of the ethel@anges of our days.

The important differences could be perceived inghst two decades.
The three areas are influenced by processes difari nature and
volume (demography-, migration-, assimilation- asamtial politics

related); and these processes emphasise the diféerebetween the
parts of countries drawing a differing ethnic impement path. The
Austrian part has become a favourite in the eyes of immigr&rom

the Carpathians and the Balkan due to the ongoinguiktic

assimilation. Because of this process some eseglatioblems have
overshadowed the social discourse about autochtisorthnicities.
The minority politics of Austria that interprets ethquestion of
immigration in a peculiar way should deal with tljeestion a bit
more flexible. On the Hungarian side the commuimcatowards
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minorities should be reconsidered due to symbdhiaieity and strong
ethnic attachment (as part of the ethnic revivatng with the micro-
regional expansion of the gypsies. We should nogefo about the
possible revision of the minority’s self-governmegytstem (that is
unique in a large area scale) and the revisionheflately created
ethnic election system. In the Slovenian part of ttegion the
Hungarian minority (enjoying extensive rights) hesched critical
point of shrinkage, and the expansion of the gygsymunity on the
western part of the region has been awaiting affiacknowledgement
in vain. This generates tension that should beobtlisd. We can state
that the areas fragmented by borders are moving &em each other
from an ethnic point of view, and the differencesween the three
territories are getting more and more characteristi

V. Possibilities of using results

Results of this study can be used in various ways.

Results are relevant in a professional sense,egsdbuld be used in
similar studies dealing with either the same tapiexamined region.
The use of cemetery survey in ethnic geographjeaally notable
and might be a more common form of surveying inftitare. Other

future studies might be inspired by the defininghaf population with
dual identity and the mapping of assimilation peses.

Cultivating and managing the identity and cultuffetiee ethnicities
living in the historical Vas County—and in accordanwith that—

maintaining the cultural and ethnic diversity fongj could not have
been imagined without defining the different groapsl their opinions
along with their attitude. This thesis might alse helpful for

answering the practical questions of bilingual edian (organising
education, determining the direction of the edwrwti development
by a possible future vision), and also for expagdithnic institutions
(territorial, cultural and political advocacy).

Results of this study guide attention not only tee tincreasing
presence of the gypsies in the Western-Pannonigiorre(so far

neglected from a scientific point of view), and die Balkan

immigrants in the Carpathian basin; but also to gluestions and
problems these migration processes might causerise gspecial
educational and integrational programs, conflichaggement, etc.)
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