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I. Short historiographical summary

The biography of Anton Eszterhazy has never beaearehed until now,
however, most of the books and articles about th&oBzi's War of Independence
mentioned his name. The most significant resultthenresearch of his life has been
accomplished by Kalman Thaly, Oszkar Firbds angatstSzabd. In 1901 Thaly
published the camp book of Anton Eszterh&ay, which he wrote a quite detailed
biography, and the published sources of this badegis many data about the military
activity of Eszterhazy. Istvan Szabd published &$#zy's letters to his second wife,
countess Maria Anna Nigrelli, between 1701 and F70se letters provides us very
interesting information about the military careérAmton Eszterhazy in the Habsburg
army and about his private life. Oszkéar Firbas eratshort article about the joining of
Eszterhazy to the Rakdczi's War of independénce.

Beside the above mentioned historians we have tdiomGéza Perjés and Imre
Bankuti. Géza Perjés, in his artitibout the sieges of Esztergomin 1706, analysed the
role of Eszterhazy in these operations. Imre Bank&tviously wrote shortly about the
role of Eszterhazy in the defence of Ersekdj\ard later in his book about county of
Veszprém in the Rakdczi's War of Independence hatewabout the campaigns of
Eszterhazy in the defence of the transdanubiaitcigrf

In general we can say that most of the books atides about the Rakoczi's
War of Independence mentioned the name of Esztgrb@dat is unfortunate that his

biography was not completed until now.

! KALMAN THALY: The camp book of count and kurucz general AntoteBgzzy 1706—1709. Annex.
Record of count and general Daniel Eszterhazy 1{®8&f Eszterhazy Antal kurucz generdalis tabori
kényve 1706-1709. Fuggelék. Grof Eszterhazy Dédieirnok jegydkonyve 1708 Magyar
Tudomanyos Akadémia 1901.

237ABO ISTVAN: The letters of Anton Eszterhazy, count of Galaatig Frakno to his wife, countess
Maria Anna Nigrelli. 1701-170§Galanthai és fraknoéi grof Esterhazy Antal leveidegégéhez grof
Nigrelli Maria Annahoz 1701-17061940

% OszKkAR FIRBAS: Additives to the join to Rakéczi of count and ienjal colonal Anton Eszterhazy.
(Adalékok grof Eszterhdzy Antal csaszari ezredeftéoczi fiségére téréséhez.) IA:szegedi Baross
Gabor Fjredliskola 1925/26. tanévi értedjie.

4 GEzA PERJES The sieges of Esztergom at 1706 and the milibpgrations associated with the sieges.
(Esztergom 1706. évi ostromai és az ostromokkats@ptos hadiiveletek.) In..Hadtdrténelmi
kozleményekl954 (1.évf.) 2. sz. 136-184.

® IMRE BANKUTI: The letters of Sandor Karolyi from Ersekujvar arisl three regulation about castle
defence(Kéarolyi Sandor levelei Ersekuijvarbol és harom vawézabalyzatd Vay Adam Mizeum
Baréti Kore, 2000.

® IMRE BANKUTI: Veszprém county in the Rakdczi's War of Indeperdévieszprém megye a Rakdczi-
szabadsagharchanBalatonfiired Varosért Kdzalapitvany kiadvanysi, 2005.



[I. Topic choice and significance

The Rakoczi's War of Independence, this very ingmdrtchapter of the
Hungarian history in the 18th century, has beeerarehed by many historians, still it
can provide us new results because of it's sigmfte and complexity. As a topic of my
thesis | chose the life and role of Anton Eszteyh&z the Rakéczi's War of
Independence. | started my thesis with the purgbaée through the biography of a
person, who belonged to the leadership of the Wwardependence, unlike the old point
of view which focused on prince Rakdczi, | woullelito research the events from a
new aspect. The introduction of the life and rolean aristocrat looked very useful
because the role of the aristocrats was evaluaeg negatively or from the aspect of
the development of Hungary very injurious. For ti@ason it looked important to come
to know the aspect of a member of this group ofsthety.

In my thesis, | divided the life of Anton Eszterlgédp nine chapters from his
childhood until his death. | gave a detailed dedimn about the military carrier of
Eszterhazy in the Habsburg army, the marriagessatethazy, his relation with his
family, the motives and circumstances of the jainiof Eszterhazy to the war of
independence, the military and of the war of incelemce which were in relation with
Eszterhazy and the very significant activity of Eesaazy as a military organiser. Beside
the above mentioned topics | introduced his roledtitical events, like the diet of
Szécsény, the convention of the transdanubian @ssuat Simeg in 1708 or the arrest
of Imre Bezeréd). During my research | collecteel fstters and other documents related
to Eszterhazy, in my thesis | would like to publigbzterhazy's letters to Francis Il
Rakoczi too. | felt it very important because thgbuhese letters we can know the
personality of Eszterhazy and his relation to Rakdihis was not researched in the

past.



[ll. The methodology and the sources of the thesis

During my research | thought important to invedegaot only Eszterhazy's
documents but also the documents of his superimdsirg#eriors because only in this
way could | receive a full picture about his motisas and the circumstances which
surrounded him. | did not have to always reseandhe archives because a large part of
the documents of the Rakdczi's War of Independdrase been already published. |
researched not only the correspondence of Esziewhidlz other officers but also their
other documents.

The greater part of my thesis attend with Esztereaactivity in the war of
independence, however, | considered important ésgnt his childhood, his carrier in
the Habsburg army and his marriages too. The magsbitant sources of these ages are
the letters of Eszterhdzy to his brother-in-lawreihe Batthyany(NAH CA X7435
(P1314) 4806. d. 11880. Anton Eszterhazy to FeBaithyany 06. 01. 1688; NAH CA
X7435 (P1314) 4806. d. 11881. Anton Eszterhazyererte Batthyany 17. 03. 1688;
NAH CA X7435 (P1314) 4806. d. 11882. Anton Eszisrié Ferenc Batthyany 02. 09.
1688; NAH CA X7435 (P1314) 4806. d. 11883. Antartdfsazy to Ferenc Batthyany
02. 01. 1689; NAH CA X7435 (P1314) 4806. d. 1188#ton Eszterhazy to Ferenc
Batthyany 01. 02. 1689; NAH CA X7435 (P1314) 48D6L1885.Anton Eszterhazy to
Ferenc Batthyany 12. 08. 160@he historical song of Paldszeghy about the marriage
of Miklés Bercsényi, the letters of Eszterhazy te tincle, Paul Esterhazy during his
captivity NAH CA X89 4699.d. 11. 826. Anton Eszterhazy td Baterhazy 10. 02.
1699; NAH CA X89 4699.d. 11. 827. Anton Esztert@Baul Esterhazy 03. 04. 1699;
NAH CA X89 4699.d. 11. 828. Anton Eszterhazy td Psierhazy 0609. 1699. The
most valuable sources to the military career oftétbAzy, before he joined the
rebellion, were the entries of register-books ofr\Zauncil of Vienna. Besides these
entries, his letters to his second wife, Maria Ahigrelli were also very important and
well detailed sources.

Beside the letters of Eszterhazy to Rakdczi, Higoketters to Bercsényi, Simon
Forgach, Sandor Karolyi and to other Hungariancefi and Eszterhdzy's other
documents, his orders to the counties, since mamstthese orders were responses to
the orders of the Habsburg officers and commandeese good sources of the
propaganda war between the supporters of Rakodzthenroyalists. The investigation

of these sources was easier, especially in thegéetween 1706 and 1709, the camp



book of Eszterhazy (we know only his camp book, diieer kuruc generals's do not)
contained the large parts of these documents, asdpwblished by Kalmén Thaly in the
first decade of the 20th century. The volumes @& #rchivum Rakdéczianum series
were also published by Kalman Thaly and they wergdsources for the years of the
war of independence because Eszterhdzy was usuoalyioned on the pages of these
books and it contained many letters of Francisdkétzi, Miklos Bercsényi and Janos
Bottyan. The diaries, memoirs and newspapers afmetl me to reconstruct the role of
Eszterhazy. The most important ones from these werememoirs of Rakdczi and
Louis Lemaire and the articles of the Mercurius ifieus and the Theatrum
Europaeum.

Unfortunately, | found much fewer sources about ékde of Eszterhazy than
about his activity in the war of independence orhia years in the service of the
emperor. Besides few of his letters to Rakoczi &mdon Forgéch, the most important
sources of these years was published by Imre Kamaas his book,The Turkish
documentation of the Rakoéczi-emigratiomhich summarized the researches of Imre
Karacsony in the archives of Istanbul. The otheryvienportant sources were the
fictitious letters of Kelemen Mikes (he wrote thde#ters to his not existing aunt). A
very interesting source of these years was a memoma of Eszterhazy which he wrote
to Francis Il Rakéczi presumably a few weeks after treaty of Szatmar and he
analysed the situation and the foreign politicgdapunities of the exiled participants of
the Rakoczi's War of Independence.
| found the largest parts of the investigated sesirm the Country Archive of the
National Archives of Hungary, in the National Szé&eyi Library and in the
Osterreichische Staatsarch{Country Archive of the National Archives of Hungary
E174 - Archive of the Hungarian Chamber. Archivuamifiae Eszterhazy.; G8 -
Archive of Thokdly's War of Independence. Documeintise family of Thokaly.; G15 -
Archive of the R&koczi's War of Independence. #&ecbif Prince Francis Il Rakoczi.
Part taken to the emigration.; G16 - Archive of tRakoczi's War of Independence.
Archive of Prince Francis Il Rakoczi. Part remaingdMunkacs.; G19 - Archive of the
Rakdczi's War of Independence. Princeley Changell&24 - Archive of the Rakdczi's
War of Independence. Chancellery.; G26 - Archive té Rakoczi's War of
Independence. Requests, letters, records. 1700=1GE8 - Archive of the Rakodczi's
War of Independence. Assemblied parts. Militaryutioents.; P287 - Family archives.
Gacsi branch of the Forgach family. Registered doents.; P396 - Family archives.



Family Karolyi. Acta publica.; X89 - Archive of thducal branch of the Esterhazy
family. Palatines Paul(P125) 1615-1713.;X7435 - Hve of the family Batthyany.
Missiles(P1314). National Széchényi Library 1389/2 - Folio Hungarica. The

collection of documents of Kalman Thaly from theukm ages. Original documents.
1703.; 1389/4 - Folio Hungarica. The collection adcuments of Kalman Thaly from
the kurucz ages. Original documents. 1705. .; 138%olio Hungarica. The collection

of documents of Kalman Thaly from the kurucz aga&sginal documents. 1706.;

1389/6 - Folio Hungarica. Thaly Kalman kuruckori ménygyijteménye. Eredeti

okmanyok. 1707. év.; 1389/7 - Folio Hungarica. Tdwlection of documents of
Kalman Thaly from the kurucz ages. Original docutseri707.; 1389/9 - Folio

Hungarica. The collection of documents of Kalmaralyhfrom the kurucz ages.
Original documents. 1708.; 1389\11 - Folio Hungaridhe collection of documents of
Kéalman Thaly from the kurucz ages. Original docuteed709.; 1389/15 - Folio

Hungarica. The collection of documents of Kalmaralyhfrom the kurucz ages.
Original documents. 1710.; 1389/16 - Folio Hungaridhe collection of documents of
Kalman Thaly from the kurucz ages. Original docuteeri710.; 1389/17 - Folio

Hungarica. The collection of documents of Kalmaralyhfrom the kurucz ages.
Original documents. Copies. Chamber archives. Aedents. 1703-1705.; 1389/18 -
Folio Hungarica. The collection of documents of iddh Thaly from the kurucz ages.
Copies. Chamber archives. 1706-7.; 1389/20 - Félungarica. The collection of

documents of Kalman Thaly from the kurucz agesigSochamber archives. 1709.;
1389/26 - Folio Hungarica. The collection of docuntseof Kalman Thaly from the
kurucz ages.. Copies from archives of several fanfAndrassy, Bercsényi, Berényi,
Bikk, Bodo, Bossanyi, Csaky, Eszterhazy (Kismarterdody, Eszterhazy (Csesznek),
Forgach.). Osterreichische Staatsarchiv Kriegsarchiv Zentralstellen. Wiener

Hofkriegsrat. Hauptreihe. Blcher 1557-1848.)



IV. Main topics and results

In my thesis | introduced the life of Anton Eszi&l and his role in the
Rakoczi's War of Independence through new soulcégsnk it is an important result
that | was able to provide a detailed descriptiboud the juvenescent life of Eszterhazy
which was not researched yet, for example aboutstudent years in Sopron or his
marriage with Julianna Eédy. With the help of the published funeral spee¢h o
Julianna Erddy | was able to demonstrate her personality amddbath too. It was a
well known fact in the Hungarian historiographyttiiszterhdzy was captured by the
Turks but we did not know anything about the cirstances of his captivity. With the
help of the few of his letters to palatine Paulel#sazy we got some information about
the every days of his captivity. With his inscrgsti on the wall of his prison |
successfully ascertained that Eszterhdzy was oglgpgain, not a major when he was
captured, as other historians concluded from sdrhesdetters.

However, Istvan Szabo, the publisher of Esztersdeyters to his second wife,
Maria Anna Nigrelli, made a careful background eesk about Eszterhazy's carrier in
the Habsburg army, but he did not know the argurhetween Eszterhazy and Siegbert
von Heister about some estates. Eszterhazy lodgedhalaint against Heister because
he occupied some of his estates with his trooper #fe Hungarian Chancellery lodged
a complaint against Heister too, he defended hintisat he got these estates from the
Court Chamber. | think this affair just like thefartunate argument of Eszterhazy with
his commander, Adam Kollonich about Eszterhdzyenang the Kollonich hussar
regiment, convinced later Eszterhazy to join thkdai's War of Independence.

However, our historiography linked the Hungarianfedé in the battle of
Koronco at 13.06.1704 with the lost of the transdgan territories but there were
months between the two events and the kuruc fonege able to launch an attacking
operation. Istvan Szab6é mentioned that Esztertéryched a smaller operation against
the Serbian forces in the southern Transdanubia.régister-book of the War Council
from 1704 also mentioned this operation. With $osirce and with some letters from
Eszterhazy to his wife | was able to give a desicripabout this operation.

| saw in the sources that Eszterhdzy had some kihdransdanubian
provincialism as he usually raised his word in ortee defend the interests of the

Transdanubia and for the families and nobles whaeweefugees from the



Transdanubia, and were forced to leave their hdmeause of the unfortunate military
situation.

| successfully demonstrated the role of Eszteridzize military reforms of the
Hungarian army in 1705 and 1706, during these me$dEszterhazy received important
tasks in the recomposition of the army, he wasaesiple for the Upper-Hungarian
military district, his headquarter was in Kassae Thain sources of this activity are his
letters to Rakoczi. From these letters, even ifesofritheir parts were known earlier too,
we receive a very reliable view about the contfsinterests of Rakoczi and the
counties about the military reforms.

The role of Eszterhazy at the diet of Szécsény masanalysed yet but his
activity based on the published sources and asticden be reconstructed. He took part
in the diet only for a short time because of thétamy situation he had to leave the diet
but his role on this short time proved us that fss &ble to become one of the most
important people of the rebellion in bit more ttzayear.

From 1706 Eszterhazy was the captain general of tliesdanubian district and
as captain general he played an important roleédkoBzi's late summer campaign, the
high spot of this was the occupation of Esztergorhis period has the best
documentation with letters about the relation oftBghdzy and Rakdczi. During the
siege of the castle and the town, Eszterhazy haduoch raids against the enemy
territory and he had to have in sight the mainderof the Habsburg army. However he
was not trusted with the defence of the castle s#itéigom, he camped with his army
not far from the town and helped to organise thertke but Esztergom was recaptured
by the Habsburg forces.

| successfully introduced the activity of Esztemh&z the year of 1707 as the
acting commander of the military district of Erspléi, his role in the successful
defence of the Transdanubia in the first monthshefyear. From this year | found a
long and interesting memoir written by Eszterhdayhis he summarized his operations
and campaigns in the summer and aunt of the yehgiae us a good perspective about
the opinion of Eszterhazy.

| demonstrated the role of Eszterhazy during thencid of the transdanubian
counties and nobles in 1708 where they acceptedntlitary regulation of the diet of
Onod. It was the Regulamentum Universale and Bsitgr asked for contribution
successfully from the counties in order to be ableontinue the war of independence

and for the food and raiment of the troops. Anothggortant topic of this year was the



arrest of Imre Bezerédj who became disloyal towvtlae of independence. | think, as |
explained in my thesis, that Eszterhazy made a giedsion with the arrest of

Bezeréd), later even Bezerédj also admitted hifulsiess. In 1708 the Habsburg army
tried to recapture the Transdanubia but Eszteriaégsyable to throw back this assault,
thanks to the victory of Adam Béri Balogh at Kole®hsed on the camp book of
Eszterhazy it looks clear that it happened to tlideoof Eszterhazy and it was not an
independent action of Adam Béri Balogh.

The campaigns of Eszterhazy in 1709, which ledhéoldst of the transdanubian
territories, are well known from the historiographiyrom this year | found an
interesting data from the private life of Eszteghdln the correspondence of Sandor
Erdédy, who also had estates at the Transdanubia, mdfocross-references that
Eszterhazy had a mistress, she was Maria Cheheelyife of Ferenc Szegedy.

After he lost the transdanubian territories, he wlad get important offices or
missions from Rakdéczi. Even so he did not acceptttbaty of Szatmar and followed
Rakaoczi to his exile in Poland. In autumn of 17ElLrhade an unsuccessful attempt to
return to Hungary. On the last pages of the tHasisoduced the role of Eszterhazy and
the other exiled nobles in the Habsburg-Turkish betwween 1716 and 1718 and his life
in his exile until his death. In the insert of nimesis | published the mostly unpublished

letters of Eszterhazy to Francis Il Rakoczi.
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The complete list of my publications can be seeitha Hungarian Scientific works

database.
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