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Summary of Thesis 

In this research, I aim to examine the visible and invisible representation of violence in Khaled 

Hosseini's three novels, The Kite Runner (2003), A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007), and And the 

Mountains Echoed (2013). Significantly, I will analyze different types of violence in these novels 

through narratological approaches. I will also inspect the hidden and untold scenes in the novels 

and the role of trauma in violence representation in the narratives. Furthermore, I will deduce how 

invisible violence paves the way to a visible one.  

I am writing on the works of Hosseini as there is little reception on his novels in his country and 

Anglophone countries. There are newspaper and magazine reviews, but the critical studies are 

minimal. Through my researches, no monograph appeared on his works. It is essential to talk about 

Hosseini's works on violence representation as it is a cultural memory processing that is important 

for conflict resolution. By reading Hosseini's novels, I try to find the paradigm of violence 

representation because his works employ a multiphased of violence representation. This paradigm 

will incorporate the notions of narratology, trauma theory, and Johan Galtung's violence triangle, 

to test the representation of violence in Hosseini's first three published novels.  

In the first and second chapters, I will survey Khaled Hosseini's life and works; discuss background 

concepts related to trauma, conflicts as side facets of violence, and narratology. I will identify 

some key concepts and build the theoretical background to later test to analyze the following 

chapters' selected novels. Further, the first two chapters will include a summary of conflict studies 

alongside various types of violence, peculiarly the modal of the violence triangle defined by Johan 

Galtung. At the end of the second chapter, I will also explore the narratological modes of the 

unnarrated and disnarrated. Following the introduction, I will dedicate three chapters to analyze 

Hosseini's novels A Thousand Splendid Suns, The Kite Runner, and And the Mountains Echoed. 

Finally, the last chapter will conclude my research on the representation of violence in Khaled 

Hosseini's three novels. Then this thesis's novelty comes to existence naming it literary violence 

triangle. Violence has an invisible level, but there is another sub-level underneath the invisible 

violence. Trauma is the sub-level that causes violence. Violence causes trauma, but the main issue 

to consider is the reason behind the violence, and trauma comes first. To address violence, first, 
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the unearthed traumas should be explored to understand the reasons behind the violence, and this 

is important to portray the whole picture to see how violence functions. Following the exploration 

of trauma studies, narratology has the leading role in elaborating this thesis to study unaddressed 

trauma and violence issues. To build on that, it is also about the novels' hidden knowledge that the 

narrator does not transfer to the reader purposely or unconsciously. Testing the narratological 

method of disnarration and unnaration on Hosseini's novels will allow me to look at the 

representation of violence in-depth, including the undressed hidden traumas, which are the main 

reasons for the creation of represented violence in the fictional works.  

I connect trauma, violence, and narratology altogether and gather them under the violence 

triangle's umbrella to form a theoretical background and test it in Hosseini's selected novels to see 

how violence is represented. The goal is to bring a new approach to the study field of literature, 

and I name this new method the literary violence triangle. I see a lack in studies of the 

representation of violence in Hosseini's works, and I aim to fill it. The literary violence triangle is 

a collective theoretical background that included trauma, violence, and narratology to test them in 

the novels looking at violence representation. This thesis attempts to address the gap I see in the 

studies of Hosseini and representations of violence in fictional contexts, novels specifically. Thus, 

I formed this new theoretical background naming the literary violence triangle to connect some 

selected theories from the fields of trauma, violence, and narratology. The newly formed 

theoretical background will help look at the identified types of violence on visible and invisible 

levels. As argued in the previous sections, there is a circular process of violence creation, and 

different reasons lead to each other. Violence causes trauma, but it is true vice versa, and trauma 

causes violence too. The literary violence triangle helps to form a theory to comprehend all the 

mentioned comprehensive theories under one umbrella to test them in the selected novels chosen 

as primary resources.  

The novelty of Khaled Hosseini's works was to fill the gap in the literary canon on the reception 

of his works, mainly studying the representation of violence in selected novels of the author. I 

found the paradigm of the literary violence triangle that I used to map to understand the 

representation of diverse forms of violence. The aim was to categorize the forms of violence based 

on their visibility and invisibility, arguing that visible direct violence manifests the other forms of 

violence which are invisible. In this thesis, the term of the literary violence triangle has come to 

existence. The term is an umbrella connecting theories and approaches in narratology, trauma, and 
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violence to study the representation of violence in the selected novels of Hosseini from a different 

perspective. The literary violence triangle looked at the representation of violence in Hosseini's 

novel on a typological method. I looked at the represented violence, categorizing them based on 

their visibility and invisibility levels: structural, cultural, and direct. This typology was connected 

with narratological theories to explore narrators' role in the committed violence against the 

characters by hiding the information of narratives from the reader as the incidents would affect the 

reader's reception towards the personality, attitude, and behaviour of the characters. Trauma also 

influences the narrators to decide what to narrate and what to hide due to various reasons. Also, 

violence leads to a traumatic experience, and the trauma can be a reason to push individuals to 

commit violence. Societies and cultures can be affected by trauma on a general level, and the 

trauma may cause long-term violent actions on visible and invisible levels. Those have been some 

of the main reasons that lead the birth of the literary violence triangle to be adopted in a critical 

analysis of Hosseini's novels.   

Moreover, through this thesis analysis, I found out literature is an effective way to represent the 

usual nonfictional scenes. The ban of kite running, stoning a woman, and child adoption due to 

hunger are actual incidents in some third world countries, Afghanistan as an example. This thesis 

has used factual data in some parts of the analysis to show how a representation could reflect the 

real world using the author's imagination and storytelling skills with the narrator's mediation. The 

novel is an effective form to use for representation, and this way, the reader sees the world, but 

they can also engage by witnessing the events by reading the linguistic forms of representations. 

Although scholars explore violence differently, the violence triangle is a practical theory to analyze 

literary contexts. The reason is the inclusivity of the theory that it contains all the stages during 

violence progress. Using this theory answered this thesis's question that the answer would not be 

possible by consulting other violence theories. Besides representing violence, violence's 

invisibility has been a significant part of exploring and seeing its role in creating visible violence. 

This helps to comprehend better the represented committed violence in the form of literature. It is 

not direct violence represented in the novels, but there is also structural and cultural violence on 

the invisible levels. There are also other factors involved in the progress of violence, such as 

trauma. Narratology has the power to form and shape all those together to investigate how they 

can altogether create violence and how the issue can be represented in-depth to let the reader 

witness the issue from its root to the visible stage.   
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